
Municipal Elections for Sugar Creek are coming up on 
April 6. This April 2021 ballot includes two candidates 
for mayor, two candidates for City Marshal, two candi-
dates for Ward 1 and an uncontested race in Ward 2.

n MAYOR: The mayoral race this year includes incum-
bent Mike Larson and Geoffery Jay. 

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR MAYOR?
LARSON: I ran for Mayor four years ago on a plat-

form of communication, transparency and an open door 
policy to any question you might have. I am willing to 
answer any phone call or in-person meeting and listen 
to the idea, suggestion or complaint. I may not know 
the answer but I will do my best to find out the answer 
and respond as soon as possible, even if I cannot answer 
the question the way you had hoped it to be answered.

JAY: The decision to run for mayor did not come easy 
for me. I was thinking about it for a while, at times 
thought there maybe someone else in town that could 
do a better job and I would just offer to help in any way 
I could. As the time came closer and discussions with 
friends and family occurred, I decided that maybe it was 
time for some fresh eyes to help Sugar Creek move into 
the future and start our next 100 years.

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE 
FACING THE CITY?

LARSON: The two biggest challenges remain the 
corona virus and infrastructure. Getting shots in the 
arms of our citizens and getting locations for testing 
continue to be a constant challenge. Fixing, repairing or 
replacing our aging sanitary sewer system is at the top 
of our list as the weather breaks and consistent outdoor 
work can begin.

JAY: Well there are several issues facing the city. I 
would say the two biggest is a need to attract new busi-
nesses to town, in particular businesses our residents 
could patronize. Our other issue is also attracting new 
residents to help our city grow. Personally I see these 
two issues are interconnected, for one to be successful 
the other needs to also be successful. That is just a start 
of what is needed to lead Sugar Creek into the future.

HOW WOULD YOU PROPOSE SOLVING THIS ISSUE?
LARSON: Through phone calls and This Week in 

the Creek, I try to keep the residents informed and 
updated on when and where testing and vaccines can 
be obtained. An ordinance will come before the Board of 
Aldermen the first meeting in February to reinstate the 

Newsletter for Sugar Creek, Missouri • March 2021

Sweet TalkSugar
Creek

Sweet Talk is published 
monthly by the office of the 
City Clerk of Sugar Creek, 
MO at 103 South Sterling, 
Sugar Creek, MO 64054. 
For more information call 
Christine McGhee at 252-
4400, ext. 1129 or visit 
Sugar Creek on the web at 
www.sugar-creek.mo.us

SUGAR CREEK
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor
 Mike Larson

Aldermen
 Stanley J. Sagehorn
 Robert Ray
 Chuck Mikulich
 Chris Steffen

City Administrator
 Patrick Casey

City Clerk
 Christine McGhee

City Marshal
 Christopher Soule

Fire Chief
 Nathan Richardson

Finance Director
 Keisha Guthrie

Building Official
  Edward Cary

Parks and Recreation
Director
  Jack Sparks

Director of
Public Works
 Ed Layton

City Attorney
 Jennifer Baird

Municipal Judge
 Garry L. Helm

Municipal Court Admin
 Peggy Doss

–– See “City Election To Be Held April 6” page 4

Candidates appearing on 
the April 6 Sugar Creek 
General Election ballot:
TOP ROW: Chris Soule,
Geoffrey Jay, J.C. 
“Chuck” Mikulich, and 
Joi Hazelrigg
BOTTOM ROW: Michael 
Larson, Nancy Griego, 
and Tom Butkovich
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 01/25/2021

• The Mayor asked for a moment of 
silence for the passing of Mr. Joe Woods 
and Mr. David Anderson. The meeting 
began promptly at 6pm. After a quorum 
was established, the Consent Agenda was 
passed unanimously. In Business from 
the floor, the Mayor recognized Mr. Don 
Border for painting almost all of the fire 
hydrants in the city.

• #4393 was brought back before the 
Aldermen from the Council Meeting on 
1/11. This ordinance sets the yearly sal-
ary for the City Marshal effective April 12, 
2021. Passed unanimously.

• Res. 01-21 grants a special exception 
to Kansas City Fly Ash to continue plac-
ing fly ash in the mines for stabilization. 
Passed unanimously.

• #4395 establishes a general election 
on April 6, 2021. Passed unanimously. 
#4396 approves a lease agreement 
between Verizon and the City. Passed 
unanimously. #4397 authorizes payment 
to MPR for general liability deductible. 
Passed unanimously. #4398 approves ease-
ment between BP and the City. Passed 
unanimously. #4399 authorizes purchase 
of a 2021 F250 for use by Public Works. 
Passed unanimously. #4400 approves a 
memorandum of understanding between 
the Wil-Pav and the City. Passed unani-
mously. #4401 approves reinstatement of 
real estate purchase between First Street 
Development and the City. Passed unani-
mously.

• The Mayor highlighted his list of 
activities since the last meeting.

a) Following Alderman Sagehorn’s sug-
gestion, a committee will be formed to 
outline criteria to select scholarship recipi-
ents who will receive the Mary Davidson 
Scholarship Fund. The endowment will 
be deposited with Truman Heartland 
Foundation to be added to their other sub-
stantial endowment funds.

b) Dr. Thaer Daifallah, new owner 
of the OLD Dollar Tree, wants to move 
forward with studies on how to save the 
building. Once it is determined how the 
building can be saved and how much it 
will cost, he will move forward with what 
the building will be used for.

c) The new Sugar Creek Website will be 
coming on line soon. Revize has informed 
us the last two steps are training and mak-
ing the site live. 

• The Mayor addressed the Corona 

virus. Please continue wearing your masks 
and watch your social distance. Wash your 
hands. It will probably take until the end 
of June or July to reach herd immunity. 

• Alderman Sagehorn asked a question. 
Mrs. Joi Hazelrigg is running for Ward 2 
Alderman. She is running unopposed. She 
will be the first woman to file for office 
and the first woman to hold public office 
in Sugar Creek. The question is what shall 
her title be? The best answer came from 
the City Attorney, Mrs. Baird. In most cit-
ies she serves as attorney, alderman is 
gender neutral. So, for now, on April 12, 
2021, we will swear in the first female 
alderman as, Alderman Hazelrigg.

• Alderman Ray questioned Mr. Sparks 
on his choice of exercise equipment. The 
Alderman would prefer commercial-grade 
equipment that will last a good time. The 
second part of the question was about ser-
vice agreements and maintenance agree-
ments. Mr. Sparks said he would come up 
with more firm numbers and a mainte-
nance agreement for the equipment.

• Mr. Casey asked everyone to drive by 
the former BSC property on Gill. Mr. Rick 
Wilson recently purchased the property 
and has begun renovations. Over 50% of 
the work so far has been devoted to storm 
water runoff and repairing broken under-
ground pipes.

• Mr. Casey informed the Board the 
Survey Crew which surveyed the 24 and 
Sterling property in 2014 received payment 
for a project they did not complete. The 
previous survey crew is being contacted 
and informed to immediately fix their mis-
take or risk being reported to the State.

• Chief Soule reported the new truck for 
the Police Department should arrive any 
day now.

• Mr. Layton stated work was begun 
to repair a broken sewer connection in 
front of Kross’ Tavern over the weekend of 
January 23-24. All permits and one calls 
have been made and everything is going 
according to proper standards. 

• Mr. Layton also referred to the major 
improvement at the BSC property at the 
corner of Gill and Charlotte. Storm water 
runoff has been corrected and daylighted 
at the western edge of Wilson property. A 
proposal is being put together to improve 
storm water runoff from River, down Gill 
to Forest. The project could cost about 
$160,000 and be funded by the storm 
water fund. Alderman Steffen commented 

curbs along both sides of Gill will greatly 
improve the look and functionality and 
may even lead to the possibility of side-
walks along Gill in the future.

• Mrs. McGhee updated the Board with 
hard copies of the budget. As we are 
almost 4 months or 30% into to fiscal 
year, October 1 – January 26, expenditures 
are running at 29% and revenues are run-
ning at 18%.

• Chief Richardson reported regular 
maintenance work on Pumper 2 revealed 
more extensive work and more parts 
were needed to bring it back up to fire 
standards. He reassured Sugar Creek has 
a mutual aid agreement with the City of 
Independence. 

• Mr. Sparks informed the Board follow-
ing the request of the Mayor, he had asked 
for input from residents about the Fitness 
Center. He received 15 responses. 6 were 
for ellipticals, 5 were for treadmills, 3 for 
free weights and 3 for pull ups/dips. The 
second item from Mr. Sparks dealt with 
Kookers Kare using the Mike Onka parking 
lot again to cook slabs of ribs on March 
26 & 27. Mr. Sparks acknowledged the 
donation of two new plexiglass basketball 
backboards donated by Mr. Jeff O’Neal. 
Mr. Sparks has also begun collecting ideas 
for splash parks and will share those ideas 
with anyone interested. Alderman Steffen 
asked about the outdoor exercise equip-
ment. Mr. Sparks said, the equipment has 
been purchased and delivered. Alderman 
Sagehorn outlined the current schedule 
and asked what demands have been made 
for extended hours. Mr. Sparks agreed 
M-W-F mornings and M-F evenings is 
working week at the moment. More ques-
tions and studies will be needed before 
expanding services and possibly hiring 
personnel.

• Mr. Hedrick added bids are being 
taken on a fix or replacement of the boiler 
system for heating the two offices at the 
gym. It’s possible the boiler system will be 
removed and a complete electric system 
may be the most efficient way to go.

• Mr. Ed Cary announced the exterior of 
the NEW Dollar Tree should be completed 
by the first of February. A second, differ-
ent construction crew will begin work on 
the interior immediately.

• Seeing no further business, the Mayor 
asked for a motion and second to adjourn. 
The vote was unanimous to adjourn. The 
Council Meeting concluded at 7:30 p.m.
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Fire Department
FIRESIDE CHAT– The safety of our citizens and students is a daily 

priority of the Sugar Creek Fire Department. In an effort to bring qual-
ity fire and safety information to our community, The Department 
and The National Fire Safety Council, with the financial backing from 
Sugar Creek businesses and organizations, will coordinate and dis-
tribute Fire Safety materials to local at-risk groups, students at both 
Mallinson and Sugar Creek Elementary.

These materials target the areas experts feel are important for our 
community and address topics such as; Smoke Alarms, Home Escape 
Plans, Cooking Safety and “Stop, Drop and Roll”. Among the items 
included are age-appropriate safety manuals (coloring and activity), 
materials with information about fire prevention, what to do during 
a fire, the importance of smoke alarms, the dangers of poisons and 
much more. We also provide stickers, color sheets, posters, crayons, 
pencils, and wristbands for school age children.

We, as a Department, have received very positive and encouraging 
feedback from the children, their parents and teachers. We recognize 
the need for an ongoing effort to reach our children and at-risk groups 
of our community.

This will be the third year for a partnership between our depart-
ment and the National Fire Safety Council. If any local organization or 
business would like to contribute to the ongoing effort to educate our 
local youth and at-risk community with accurate and vital facts that 
will educate and help them grow as safe, happy and responsible citi-
zens. Please contact Rick Dye, Fire Safety representative for National 
Fire Safety Council, either on his cell at 816-405-7246, or via email at 
rdyenfsc@gmail.com. Approximately every $4 raised will help reach 
1 local child or individual of an at-risk group. Your help is greatly 
appreciated and will surely reflect itself through the children of our 
great community. 

Stay safe,
–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
LARGE ITEM PICKUP– Please contact Republic for bulky item 

pickup. Their number is 816-254-1470. All refuse and recycling for 
pick up must be placed in the proper pickup area (curbside) by 7:00 
a.m. on Fridays. All trash must be inside the container. Handles 
should be placed towards your house.

SHARED YOUR TREASURED MEMORIES– Sugar Creek is selling 
memorial bricks. These bricks can be purchased to memorialize a 
family member, close friend, or family pet. The brick will be displayed 
for the community to view in Wells Park at Sterling Ave. and Gill St. 
The order form can be found at city hall or public works. A 4” x 8” 
brick is $75.00. Please contact Sue Mikula at 252-4413 ext. 1302.

LIGHTS OUT– During the spring/summer months, to better keep 
our city safe, should you see any street lights out, please report them 
to the Public Works Department at 252-4413. In order to expedite the 
replacement procedure more rapidly, KCPL requires the following 
information:

1. Pole ____________________________________________________

2. Pole ____________________________________________________

3. Address nearest to pole: __________________________________

4. Is light completely out or flickering? ________________________

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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Sugar Creek Municipal Court announces the opportunity 
to clear your current warrant and resolve your charges 
without the fear of arrest!*

Anyone with an active Sugar Creek warrant is eligible.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:
• Provide a picture ID, i.e. driver’s license, student ID, 
State ID card, etc. Court Clerk’s office during business 
hours Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM

WHAT THE COURT WILL DO:
• Recall your warrant
• Give you a court date in the month of March or April 
3/9/21, 3/23/21, 4/13/21, 4/27/21
 

Sugar Creek Municipal Court
1001 Heroes Way

Sugar Creek, Missouri 64054
Phone (816) 595-7490

* PLEASE NOTE: You will NOT be arrested for active warrants from 
Sugar Creek. If you still have active warrants during the time of Court from 

other areas, you will be arrested at the time of Court.

SUGAR CREEK MUNICIPAL 
AMENSTY MONTH 2021

PART TIME GYM ATTENDANT
CITY OF SUGAR CREEK 

Part time hourly position providing direct assistance to the 
Parks and Recreation department of the City. Will perform su-
pervisory tasks, equipment and facilities maintenance, as well 
as working with the public. 

Customer service experience a plus.  Accepting applications 
through March 26, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  A City of Sugar Creek em-
ployment application is required can be found at www.sugar-
creek.mo.us.

Please submit application and resume to Human Resourc-
es at Sugar Creek City Hall 103 S. Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 
64054. The City of Sugar Creek is an EOE. 

PART TIME ONKA HALL ATTENDANT 
CITY OF SUGAR CREEK

  

Part time monthly paid position providing direct assistance 
to the Parks and Recreation department of the City.  Will per-
form supervisory tasks, open and close facility for rentals, as 
well as working with the public. 

Customer service experience a plus, applicants will be ex-
pected to work late at night.  Accepting applications through 
March 26, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  A City of Sugar Creek employment 
application is required can be found at www.sugar-creek.mo.us.

Please submit application and resume to Human Resourc-
es at Sugar Creek City Hall 103 S. Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 
64054. The City of Sugar Creek is an EOE. 

# SC

# KCPL



agreement between Ace Pipe Company and the City to begin repairing 
and replacing the sanitary sewer lines in the City. 

JAY: Solving these issues will not be easy. One I think we need a city 
wide master plan that includes guidance for future development. Also, 
in depth conversations with our current businesses to see what the city 
can do to help them grow and continue to be successful. In addition, 
the city needs a marketing plan as well to encourage people from the 
entire metro area to come visit our quaint little city, with historic family 
owned businesses, festivals and events throughout the year. We need 
to have visitors come for more than just the 4th of July parade and 
fireworks or the Slavic Festival, two of our great events that help bring 
the city together. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT LIVING IN SUGAR CREEK?
LARSON: The residents are close, involved and interested in what is 

going on in the City and want to know if they can help. I think that is 
one of the reasons you see a large field of candidates for two elections 
in a row. In fact, the City made history this election cycle as two women 
have filed for Aldermen for the first time in 100 years. Congrats to both 
of these candidates and best wishes in the campaign.

JAY: I enjoy the closeness of the community, the history of the city 
and the area. I have always had a love of history and from the moment 
I moved here I took in as much history of the city as I could. Talking to 
long term residents, visiting the Sugar Creek Historical Society. I love 
our family owned businesses and appreciate all they do to help the city. 
The moment I settled here it felt like home to me and I was happy I 
chose Sugar Creek.

n WARD 1: Incumbent J.C. “Chuck Mikulich will face Nancy Griego 

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ALDERMAN?
MIKULICH: I am currently an alderman and wish to continue in 

moving the city forward.
GRIEGO: I have a passion for serving. I want to stay in Sugar Creek 

the rest of my life and would like to see growth in the community with 
current business and bringing in new ones. We have the potential to 
grow what we currently have and improve our town. I believe our 
town can offer our community more business opportunities. Those 
businesses can provide a service to our town and surrounding cities. 

 
WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE FACING THE CITY?

MIKULICH: We need to get new development along 24 highway and 
the 291 corridor. There are properties that can be developed to generate 
revenue for the city.

GRIEGO: We need more business and current ones need to grow 
support.

HOW WOULD YOU PROPOSE SOLVING THIS ISSUE?
MIKULICH: Aldermen alone cannot do the job of moving the city 

forward. It takes cooperation of the board, city employees and citizens 
to work together to move the city in the right direction. I am committed 
to doing all I can to help.

GRIEGO: Reviewing city budget, where current focuses are, work 
with current city committees, Mayor and citizens to prioritize the focus 
and come up with a strategic plan.

 
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT LIVING IN SUGAR CREEK?

MIKULICH: Sugar Creek provides good city services and the elected 

officials and employees show they care about the residents. It is a fun 
place to live since we have many parks, programs, and events for the 
residents. 

GRIEGO: Small town friendliness, low crime, my neighbors and 
VFW comrades.

n WARD 2: Joi Hazelrigg is running unopposed in Ward 2

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ALDERMAN?
HAZELRIGG: I have been interested in how our city functions since 

I have lived here, attending many board meetings over the years and 
serving on the Planning Commission. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE FACING THE CITY?
HAZELRIGG: This is a vicious cycle. Young people who have grown 

up here are moving away and we need them to stay. We need busi-
nesses and activities that appeal to this sector of the community.

HOW WOULD YOU PROPOSE SOLVING THIS ISSUE?
HAZELRIGG: Perhaps, instead of spending money demolishing 

homes, we could offer it as incentives to help buyers rehabilitate these 
homes with the stipulation of living in the home for a certain length of 
time. Also, we need to develop our downtown and support the organi-
zations attempting to do so. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT LIVING IN SUGAR CREEK?
HAZELRIGG: The small-town atmosphere is what I enjoy most! I 

like the close-knit community feel and the city traditions such as the 
tree-lighting, parade, and concerts in the park.

n CITY MARSHAL: In the race for City Marshal, incumbent Chris 
Soule is facing Tom Butkovich.

WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR CITY MARSHAL?
SOULE: It has been my pleasure to serve our community for over 25 

years with the last 6 as your elected City Marshal. Since being elected 
the police department has taken numerous steps to improve our opera-
tions for the better. With my people by my side we have and will con-
tinue to perform high level community policing and enforcement that 
makes us stand out as a leader in the metropolitan area. In addition, I 
have and will continue working with the city council, to make the most 
of the budget available. Working with the board of aldermen we have 
been able to increase the pay of officers and dispatchers, replace aging 
vehicles, and modernize other essential equipment. 

BUTKOVICH: I am running for City Marshal because I feel the 
department needs a change in leadership.

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE BIGGEST ISSUE FACING THE CITY?
SOULE: The biggest issue the city faces is growth in our population 

and businesses. The city currently has outstanding employees in public 
works, city hall, fire department and police dept. 

BUTKOVICH: I am going to address what I feel the biggest issue is 
with the police department. I feel there are two issues. The first, is the 
low morale of the officers and dispatchers. The other issue is the high 
turnover rate for officers and dispatchers.

HOW WOULD YOU PROPOSE SOLVING THIS ISSUE?
SOULE: Working to solve this issue is to keep our community 

involved and working hand in hand to promote how great our city and 
citizens are. Also, maintain constant communication with other city 
officials to make sure progress is happening. 

BUTKOVICH: Regarding the low morale, I do not have all the 
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 At the library...
MARCH 2021

LIBRARY CLOSED
The Sugar Creek library remains 

closed due to COVID. Patrons are 
encouraged to use the Trails West Branch 

instead. PLEASE NOTE: The monthly After Lunch 
Book Group still meets virtually on the second Thursday 
of the month.

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Kelley Will Be Missed

Michael Harold Kelley, 68 of Independence, MO, passed away 
December 31, 2020. Mike was born December 15, 1952. Mike 
is survived by two brothers, a sister, and numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. He was preceded in death by his 
parents and one brother.

Life of Manners Remembered
Christina Marie “Tina” (Manners) Blanck, 68, of Sugar 

Creek, MO, passed away on January 7, 2021. Tina was born on 
November 3, 1952 in Independence, MO. Tina is survived by 
an older sister, an aunt, many cousins, and numerous longtime 
friends. She was preceded in death by her parents.

Gartin Will Be Missed
Kenneth Hartley Gartin of Independence, MO passed away 

January 21, 2021. Ken was born on June 13, 1927 in Corning, 
California. Kenneth leaves behind two sons, three grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
wife.

Life of Weber Remembered
William Raymond “Bill” Weber, 81, passed away January 21, 

2021 in Independence, MO. Bill was born in Kansas City, MO 
on September 26, 1939. He is survived by his wife, three sons, 
a step-daughter, a sister, 10 grandchildren, one great-grandson, 
and many nieces and nephews. Bill was preceded in death by 
his parents, one brother, and one grandson.

Woods Will Be Missed
Joseph M. Woods, 79, died on January 22, 2021, after an 

extended struggle with cancer. Joe spent his final days at home, 
surrounded by his family in the house that he and his wife, 
Kathleen had built and filled with memories of their life togeth-
er. He is survived by his wife, two children, four grandchildren, 
and his great-grandchildren twins, and two brothers. Joe was 
preceded in death by his parents and two brothers.

Life of Vega Remembered
Roberto Carlos Vega, 46, passed away suddenly at home on 

January 31, 2021. He is survived by his three sons and three 
daughters. He always prided himself in being a “Creeker” and 
loved his children, community and his neighbors dearly. He 
was always willing to help a friend and will be sorely missed 
by many.

Anderson Will Be Missed
Mary Anderson, 95 formerly of Sugar Creek, MO, passed 

away February 6, 2021. Mary was preceded in death by her hus-
band. She is survived by her son, three daughters, a step-daugh-
ter, three sisters, six grandchildren, and 10 great grandchildren.

answers about how to make the officers and dispatchers happy. What 
I would do is meet with each officer and dispatcher one on one and 
get their ideas about how to increase morale. No one knows what will 
make someone happy more than the people themselves. I believe part 
of the high turnover rate can be attributed to the low morale. 

 
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT LIVING IN SUGAR CREEK?

SOULE: The thing I love about our city is the people that live here. 
For a city surrounded by larger more populated cities we have been 
able to maintain that hometown feel. 

BUTKOVICH: I enjoy living here because although we are close to 
two major cities, it still has a small-town feel. 

–– Paid for by the City of Sugar Creek
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THE VFW WOULD LIKE YOU TO KNOW:
The following programs are offered by the Veterans
and the Auxiliary. Please contact a member of the

VFW for more information.

COMMUNITY/YOUTH INVOLVEMENT:
Participate or conduct flag ceremonies

Present Flag Education in Schools

Keep in touch with local, state and federal legislators

The VFW will donate Kelsey Hall to support
Scouting Organizations

Participate in Achievement Awards in the
Community and Schools

Provide Veterans and families in need when
situations arise throughout the year

This is a very small portion of the list the VFW offers to
the community, individuals, schools and other organizations. 

Please reach out to the VFW for a complete list.

MARCH 17 – ST. PATRICK’S DAY
REUBEN SANDWICH  DAY

It is time to start planning for the Sugar Creek Community 
Garden across from City Hall. Come join us for our 8th season 
of growing organic vegetables and fruit. For more information, 

contact Sandy Mikulich at 461-3528.
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